
Reading at 
Wordsworth 
Primary 
School and 
Nursery



Vision

At Wordsworth Primary School and Nursery, we recognise that high quality English provision is a 

vital component to children’s education. 

More than any other subject, English – and especially reading – gives pupils access to the rest of the 

curriculum and is fundamental to their educational success. This is why the introduction to the 

national curriculum says: ‘Fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for success in all 

subjects’.

However, English is so much more than the gateway to success in other curriculum subjects. Through 

studying literature, pupils’ eyes are opened to the human experience; they explore meaning and 

ambiguity as well as the beauty and power of language.



Reading Vision 
At Wordsworth we love books, and we want to share this love of books with everyone who walks through the door.

As a school with 68 different languages and with 54% of our pupils speaking a different language we really value the importance of exploring 

the meaning of language, which we do through a focus on tier 2 vocabulary from Year 1 to Year 6.  

• We develop enjoyment of reading through use of high-quality texts in class, book recommendations and regular trips to the school and local 

library.

• Children are encouraged to give and justify their opinions about texts throughout their time in school to ensure they are developing as a 

critical reader and can begin to develop their own tastes and passions for literature.

• Across the school, all children are read to by an adult ‘expert’ reader at least 4 x per week for 20 minutes and daily in EYFS and Key Stage 1. 

The texts chosen include high quality fiction, non-fiction and poetry and is a time for children to listen to and enjoy books while providing 

them with a rich language experience from texts which are likely beyond their own current word reading skills.

‘Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. Reading 

also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds. It is essential that, by the end of their 

primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education.’ National 

Curriculum 2014.

“The school day is typically crammed full of academic reading: from young children reading about magical journeys at story time to 
teenagers reading dense textbooks. The habitual act of ‘learning to read’, and going on to ‘read to learn’, is an ever-present part of 
school life, both inside and outside the classroom.” Quigley (2020)

 



Word recognition Comprehension 

                   In Early Years and Year 1 children   
                   begin their reading journey with the 
Little Wandle Phonics Program. 

As they progress with their decoding and 
master phonics, they will begin the 
Accelerated Reading program which continues 
to give children 
books that are 
closely matched to
 their developing 
reading level.

This usually happens in Year 2, however 
children who do not pass the phonics screen 
or are identified as needing additional phonics 
will continue with the Little Wandle Phonics 
program for longer.   

Comprehension is taught from the start of 
school, with children discussing word 
meanings and recalling elements from texts 
right from Year R. 

Throughout KS1 comprehension
 is taught through whole class 
discussion of texts read by an 
adult as well as small group 
discussion of texts children have
 read themselves through Little 
Wandle Reading sessions. 

As we progress up the school, 
class teachers model their own 
application of a range of reading 
skills to comprehend a text so 
that the children can learn to 
use their own reading 
comprehension skills 
simultaneously. 



Little Wandle Reading Sessions (KS1)

We teach children to read through reading practice sessions three times a week. 

These:

o   are taught by a fully trained adult to small groups of approximately six children

o   use books matched to the children’s secure phonic knowledge using the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised assessments and book matching grids on pages 11–20 of ‘Application of phonics to reading’

o   are monitored by the class teacher, who rotates and works with each group on a regular basis.

Each reading practice session has a clear focus, so that the demands of the session do not overload the children’s working 
memory. The reading practice sessions have been designed to focus on three key reading skills:

o   decoding

o   prosody: teaching children to read with understanding and expression

o   comprehension: teaching children to understand the text.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/LS-KEY-GUIDANCE-APPLICATION-OF-PHONICS-NEW-PD03-1.pdf


Reading Lessons in KS2 
Fluency Focus 

 

Comprehension Lessons 

The teacher models using comprehension 
strategies from a range of skills to gain 
clarity and understanding of a text the 

whole class have read together. 

Children discuss, ask questions and clarify 
meaning. Working in small groups or with 

partners to share their understanding. 

Children build their independence in using 
a range of comprehension strategies to 
show their understanding of a text with 

increasing independence. 



KS1 Class Readers 

The first 20 minutes of every afternoon is spent reading and enjoying our class text. 

Here are a few of our favourites: 

Year R Year 1 Year 2



KS2 Class Readers 

Year 3 Year 4

Year 5 Year 6



Reading Books
A book linked to reading level - to be read independently                        A library book – to be enjoyed alongside adults 

 



Take a Look at our Beautiful Book Corners…



And Book Hooks. 


